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Hebrews 6:12, 12:1

Do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises.

_____________________________________________

Seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which so easily besets us, and let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us. 





Dreams
Consider Joseph



Genesis 37:5-8

One night Joseph had a dream, and when he told his 
brothers about it, they hated him more than ever.  “Listen 
to this dream,” he said.  “We were out in the field, tying up 
bundles of grain. Suddenly my bundle stood up, and your 
bundles all gathered around and bowed low before mine!” 

His brothers responded, “So you think you will be our king, 
do you? Do you actually think you will reign over us?” And 
they hated him all the more because of his dreams and the 
way he talked about them. 



Genesis 37:18-20

When Joseph’s brothers saw him coming, they recognized 
him in the distance. As he approached, they made plans to 
kill him.

“Here comes the dreamer!” they said. “Come on, let’s kill 
him and throw him into one of these cisterns. We can tell 
our father, ‘A wild animal has eaten him.’ Then we’ll see 
what becomes of his dreams!”



Genesis 42:6-9

Since Joseph was governor of all Egypt and in charge of 
selling grain to all the people, it was to him that his 
brothers came. When they arrived, they bowed before 
him with their faces to the ground.  Joseph recognized 
his brothers instantly, but he pretended to be a stranger 
and spoke harshly to them. “Where are you from?” he 
demanded. 

“From the land of Canaan,” they replied. “We have come 
to buy food.”  Although Joseph recognized his brothers, 
they didn’t recognize him.  And he remembered the 
dreams he’d had about them many years before.



Genesis 45:1-5

Joseph could stand it no longer. There were many people in 
the room, and he said to his attendants, “Out, all of you!” 
So he was alone with his brothers when he told them who 
he was.  Then he broke down and wept. He wept so loudly 
the Egyptians could hear him, and word of it quickly 
carried to Pharaoh’s palace. 

“I am Joseph!” he said to his brothers. “Is my father still 
alive?” But his brothers were speechless! They were 
stunned to realize that Joseph was standing there in front 
of them.  “Please, come closer,” he said to them. So they 
came closer. And he said again, “I am Joseph, your brother, 
whom you sold into slavery in Egypt.  But don’t be upset, 
and don’t be angry with yourselves for selling me to this 
place. It was God who sent me here ahead of you to 
preserve your lives.



Callings
Consider David



1 Samuel 16:11-13

Then Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you have?”  
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in 
the fields watching the sheep and goats.”  “Send for him at 
once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to eat until he 
arrives.” 

So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with 
beautiful eyes.  And the LORD said, “This is the one; anoint 
him.” 

So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took 
the flask of olive oil he had brought and anointed David 
with the oil. And the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully 
upon David from that day on.



1 Samuel 19:9-12

But one day when Saul was sitting at home, with spear in 
hand, the tormenting spirit from the LORD suddenly came 
upon him again. As David played his harp, Saul hurled his 
spear at David. But David dodged out of the way, and 
leaving the spear stuck in the wall, he fled and escaped 
into the night. 

Then Saul sent troops to watch David’s house. They were 
told to kill David when he came out the next morning.  But 
Michal, David’s wife, warned him, “If you don’t escape 
tonight, you will be dead by morning.”  So she helped him 
climb out through a window, and he fled and escaped.



2 Samuel 1:4, 11-12

“What happened?” David demanded. “Tell me how the 
battle went.”  The man replied, “Our entire army fled 
from the battle. Many of the men are dead, and Saul 
and his son Jonathan are also dead.”

David and his men tore their clothes in sorrow when 
they heard the news.  They mourned and wept and 
fasted all day for Saul and his son Jonathan, and for the 
LORD’s army and the nation of Israel, because they had 
died by the sword that day. 



2 Samuel 1:19-23

“The beauty of Israel is slain on your high places!  How the 
mighty have fallen!  Tell it not in Gath, proclaim it not in the 
streets of Ashkelon—lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, 
lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph.

“O mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew nor rain upon you, 
nor fields of offerings.  For the shield of the mighty is cast away 
there!  The shield of Saul, not anointed with oil.

From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, the bow 
of Jonathan did not turn back, and the sword of Saul did not 
return empty.

“Saul and Jonathan were beloved and pleasant in their lives, and 
in their death they were not divided; They were swifter than 
eagles, they were stronger than lions.”



2 Samuel 2:4-7

Then the men of Judah came, and there they anointed 
David king over the house of Judah. And they told David, 
saying, “The men of Jabesh Gilead were the ones who 
buried Saul.”  So David sent messengers to the men of 
Jabesh Gilead, and said to them, “You are blessed of the 
LORD, for you have shown this kindness to your lord, to 
Saul, and have buried him.

And now may the LORD show kindness and truth to you. I 
also will repay you this kindness, because you have done 
this thing.  Now therefore, let your hands be strengthened, 
and be valiant; for your master Saul is dead, and also the 
house of Judah has anointed me king over them.”



Romans 12:17-21

Never pay back evil with more evil.  Do things in such a way 
that everyone can see you are honorable.  Do all that you 
can to live in peace with everyone. 

Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the 
righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, “I will take 
revenge; I will pay them back,” says the LORD. 

Instead, “If your enemies are hungry, feed them.  If they 
are thirsty, give them something to drink.  In doing this, you 
will heap burning coals of shame on their heads.”

Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.
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