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Mark 12:28-31

One of the teachers of religious law was standing there 
listening to the debate. He realized that Jesus had answered 
well, so he asked, “Of all the commandments, which is the 
most important?” 

Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this: 
‘Listen, O Israel! The LORD our God is the one and only 
LORD.  And you must love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.’ 

The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ No other commandment is greater than these.”





Giving God Your Attention
Choosing The One Thing



Luke 10:39-42

Mary, sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to what he taught.  
But Martha was distracted by the big dinner she was 
preparing. 

She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair 
to you that my sister just sits here while I do all the work?  
Tell her to come and help me.” 

And Jesus answered and said to her, "Martha, Martha, you 
are worried and troubled about many things.  But one 
thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, 
which will not be taken away from her.”



Colossians 3:1-4

If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 

Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 

For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  
When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will 
appear with Him in glory.



Psalm 1:1-3

Oh, the joys of those who do not follow the advice of 
the wicked, or stand around with sinners, or join in 
with mockers. 

But they delight in the law of the LORD, meditating on 
it day and night. 

They are like trees planted along the riverbank, 
bearing fruit each season.  Their leaves never wither, 
and they prosper in all they do. 



Psalm 91:14-16

“Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore I 
will deliver him; I will set him on high, because he 
has known My name.

He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be 
with him in trouble; I will deliver him and honor him.

With long life I will satisfy him, and show him My 
salvation.”



Isaiah 26:3, Romans 8:6

You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on You, because he trusts in You.

__________________________________________

For to be carnally minded is death, but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace.



Giving People God’s Mercy
Forgiving Like God



Philemon 8-14

I have a favor to ask of you. As Christ’s ambassador and now 
a prisoner for him, I wouldn’t hesitate to command this if I 
thought it necessary, but I’d rather make it a personal 
request.

While here in jail, I’ve fathered a child, so to speak. And 
here he is, hand-carrying this letter—Onesimus! He was 
useless to you before; now he’s useful to both of us. I’m 
sending him back to you, but it feels like I’m cutting off my 
right arm in doing so. 

I wanted in the worst way to keep him here as your stand-in 
to help out while I’m in jail for the Message. But I didn’t 
want to do anything behind your back, make you do a good 
deed that you hadn’t willingly agreed to.



Philemon 15-20

Maybe it’s all for the best that you lost him for a while. 
You’re getting him back now for good—and no mere slave 
this time, but a true Christian brother! That’s what he was 
to me—he’ll be even more than that to you.

So if you still consider me a comrade-in-arms, welcome 
him back as you would me. If he damaged anything or 
owes you anything, chalk it up to my account. This is my 
personal signature—Paul—and I stand behind it. (I don’t 
need to remind you, do I, that you owe your very life to 
me?) 

Do me this big favor, friend. You’ll be doing it for Christ, 
but it will also do my heart good.



Ephesians 4:29-32

Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what 
is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace 
to the hearers.  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking 
be put away from you, with all malice.  

And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God in Christ forgave you.



Matthew 5:43-48

You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your 
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who 
hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and 
persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? 
Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  And if you 
greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? 
Do not even the tax collectors do so?  Therefore you shall 
be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.



God’s Love Language

 Giving God Your Attention
Choosing The One Thing

 Giving People God’s Mercy
Forgiving Like God





The End


