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Galatians 5:16-18

I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the 
flesh.  For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the 
things that you wish.  

But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.



Galatians 5:13-15

You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom 
to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.

The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 

If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will 
be destroyed by each other.  [NIV]



1 Timothy 1:5-7

For we reach the goal of fulfilling all the commandments when we 
love others deeply with a pure heart, a clean conscience, and sincere 
faith. 

Some believers have been led astray by teachings and speculations 
that emphasize nothing more than the empty words of men. 

They presume to be expert teachers of the law, but they don’t have the 
slightest idea of what they’re talking about and they simply love to 
argue!  [TPT]





MOTIVATION OF LOVE



1 Corinthians 13:1-3

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, 
I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 

And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and 
all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove 
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.

And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my 
body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.



1 Corinthians 13:4-8

Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade 
itself, is not puffed up; 

Does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no 
evil;  Does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth;

Bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Love never fails.



1 Corinthians 8:1-2, 8-9

Now regarding your question about food that has been offered to idols. 
Yes, we know that “we all have knowledge” about this issue. But while 
knowledge makes us feel important, it is love that strengthens the 
church.

It’s true that we can’t win God’s approval by what we eat. We don’t lose 
anything if we don’t eat it, and we don’t gain anything if we do.  But you 
must be careful so that your freedom does not cause others with a 
weaker conscience to stumble.  [NLT]



John 12:49-50, 16:12-13

For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me 
gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak.  And I 
know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, 
just as the Father has told Me, so I speak.

_______________________________________________________________________

I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  
However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into 
all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He 
hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.



Ephesians 4:15, 29-32  Our Call To Love

Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and 
more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.

Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for 
necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.  And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption.

Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from 
you, with all malice.  And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.



STRENGTH TO LOVE



Matthew 26:37-38;41, Luke 22:41-43  Suffering of Love

Jesus took Peter and Zebedee’s two sons, James and John, and he became 
anguished and distressed.  He told them, “My soul is crushed with grief to 
the point of death.  Stay here and keep watch with me.”

Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.

He walked away, about a stone’s throw, and knelt down and prayed, “Father, 
if you are willing, please take this cup of suffering away from me.  Yet I want 
your will to be done, not mine.”   Then an angel from heaven appeared and 
strengthened him.



Hebrews 4:15-16  Grace To Help In Our Time of Need

For we do not have a High Priest Who is unable to understand and 
sympathize and have a shared feeling with our weaknesses and liability to 
the assaults of temptation, but One Who has been tempted in every respect 
as we are, yet without sinning. 

Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  [NKJ]

Discover the grace we urgently need to strengthen us in our time of 
weakness.  [TPT]



1 Peter 2:19,21-23  Jesus Our Example

For God is pleased when, conscious of his will, you patiently endure 
unjust treatment.  

For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ 
suffered for you. He is your example, and you must follow in his steps. 

He did not retaliate when he was insulted, nor threaten revenge when 
he suffered.  He left his case in the hands of God, who always judges 
fairly.



Colossians 1:9-11

For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for 
you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all 
wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy of the Lord, 
fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; 

Strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all 
patience and longsuffering with joy;



Ephesians 3:16-17

I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower 
you with inner strength through his Spirit.   Then Christ will make 
his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow 
down into God’s love and keep you strong.



SPIRIT LED STEPS & 

STEPS OF LOVE

MOTIVATION OF LOVE

STRENGTH TO LOVE





The End


