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1 Peter 2:9-10

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own 
special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out 
of darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now 
the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.



Revelation 1:4-6, 5:9-10

John, to the seven churches which are in Asia:  Grace to you and peace from Him 
who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before 
His throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the 
dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth.

To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made 
us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen.

And they sang a new song, saying:  “You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open 
its seals; For You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of 
every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and have made us kings and priests 
to our God; and we shall reign on the earth.”





HOW NOT TO REIGN



1 Kings 12:26–31 King Jeroboam I

Jeroboam thought to himself, “Unless I am careful, the kingdom will return to the 
dynasty of David.  When these people go to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices at the 
Temple of the LORD, they will again give their allegiance to King Rehoboam of 
Judah. They will kill me and make him their king instead.” 

So on the advice of his counselors, the king made two gold calves. He said to the 
people, “It is too much trouble for you to worship in Jerusalem. Look, Israel, these 
are the gods who brought you out of Egypt!” 

He placed these calf idols in Bethel and in Dan—at either end of his kingdom. But 
this became a great sin, for the people worshiped the idols, traveling as far north 
as Dan to worship the one there.



1 Kings 16:30–33, 18:13 King Ahab & Queen Jezebel

But Ahab son of Omri did what was evil in the LORD’s sight, even more than 
any of the kings before him.  And as though it were not enough to follow the 
sinful example of Jeroboam, he married Jezebel, the daughter of King 
Ethbaal of the Sidonians, and he began to bow down in worship of Baal. First 
Ahab built a temple and an altar for Baal in Samaria.  Then he set up an 
Asherah pole. He did more to provoke the anger of the LORD, the God of 
Israel, than any of the other kings of Israel before him. 

Has no one told you, my lord, about the time when Jezebel was trying to kill 
the LORD’s prophets? I hid 100 of them in two caves and supplied them with 
food and water.



2 Kings 16:1-4 King Ahaz

Ahaz son of Jotham began to rule over Judah in the seventeenth year of King 
Pekah’s reign in Israel.  Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, 
and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. He did not do what was pleasing 
in the sight of the LORD his God, as his ancestor David had done.

Instead, he followed the example of the kings of Israel, even sacrificing his 
own son in the fire.   In this way, he followed the detestable practices of the 
pagan nations the LORD had driven from the land ahead of the Israelites.   He 
offered sacrifices and burned incense at the pagan shrines and on the hills 
and under every green tree.



HOW TO REIGN



2 Kings 18:1,3–7 King Hezekiah

Hezekiah son of Ahaz began to rule over Judah in the third year of King 
Hoshea’s reign in Israel.  He did what was pleasing in the LORD’s sight, just as 
his ancestor David had done.  He removed the pagan shrines, smashed the 
sacred pillars, and cut down the Asherah poles.  He broke up the bronze 
serpent that Moses had made, because the people of Israel had been offering 
sacrifices to it.  The bronze serpent was called Nehushtan.  Hezekiah trusted in 
the LORD, the God of Israel. 

There was no one like him among all the kings of Judah, either before or after 
his time.  He remained faithful to the LORD in everything, and he carefully 
obeyed all the commands the LORD had given Moses.  So the LORD was with 
him, and Hezekiah was successful in everything he did



2 Kings 23:19–23

Then Josiah demolished all the buildings at the pagan shrines in the towns of 
Samaria, just as he had done at Bethel. They had been built by the various kings of 
Israel and had made the LORD very angry.  He executed the priests of the pagan 
shrines on their own altars, and he burned human bones on the altars to desecrate 
them. Finally, he returned to Jerusalem. 

King Josiah then issued this order to all the people: “You must celebrate the 
Passover to the LORD your God, as required in this Book of the Covenant.”  There 
had not been a Passover celebration like that since the time when the judges ruled 
in Israel, nor throughout all the years of the kings of Israel and Judah.  But in the 
eighteenth year of King Josiah’s reign, this Passover was celebrated to the LORD 
in Jerusalem.



2 Kings 23:24–25 King Josiah

Josiah also got rid of the mediums and psychics, the household gods, the 
idols, and every other kind of detestable practice, both in Jerusalem and 
throughout the land of Judah. He did this in obedience to the laws written in 
the scroll that Hilkiah the priest had found in the LORD’s Temple.

Never before had there been a king like Josiah, who turned to the LORD with 
all his heart and soul and strength, obeying all the laws of Moses. And there 
has never been a king like him since.



2 Chronicles 34:29–32 King Josiah's Pledge

Then the king summoned all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem.  And the king 
went up to the Temple of the LORD with all the people of Judah and Jerusalem, 
along with the priests and the Levites—all the people from the greatest to the 
least. There the king read to them the entire Book of the Covenant that had 
been found in the LORD’s Temple.

The king took his place of authority beside the pillar and renewed the 
covenant in the LORD’s presence. He pledged to obey the LORD by keeping all 
his commands, laws, and decrees with all his heart and soul. He promised to 
obey all the terms of the covenant that were written in the scroll. And he 
required everyone in Jerusalem and the people of Benjamin to make a similar 
pledge. The people of Jerusalem did so, renewing their covenant with God, the 
God of their ancestors.



KING MANASSEH



2 King 21:1–6 Evil King Manasseh

Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem 
fifty-five years. His mother was Hephzibah.  He did what was evil in the LORD’s sight, 
following the detestable practices of the pagan nations that the LORD had driven from 
the land ahead of the Israelites.  He rebuilt the pagan shrines his father, Hezekiah, 
had destroyed. He constructed altars for Baal and set up an Asherah pole, just as King 
Ahab of Israel had done. He also bowed before all the powers of the heavens and 
worshiped them. 

He built pagan altars in the Temple of the LORD, the place where the LORD had said, 
“My name will remain in Jerusalem forever.”  He built these altars for all the powers 
of the heavens in both courtyards of the LORD’s Temple. Manasseh also sacrificed his 
own son in the fire. He practiced sorcery and divination, and he consulted with 
mediums and psychics. He did much that was evil in the LORD’s sight, arousing his 
anger.



2 King 21:10–11, 2 Chronicles 33:10-13 King Manasseh Judgement

Then the LORD said through his servants the prophets:  “King Manasseh of Judah has 
done many detestable things.  He is even more wicked than the Amorites, who lived in 
this land before Israel.  He has caused the people of Judah to sin with his idols.

The LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they ignored all his warnings.  So 
the LORD sent the commanders of the Assyrian armies, and they took Manasseh 
prisoner. They put a ring through his nose, bound him in bronze chains, and led him 
away to Babylon.  

But while in deep distress, Manasseh sought the LORD his God and sincerely 
humbled himself before the God of his ancestors.  And when he prayed, the LORD 
listened to him and was moved by his request. So the LORD brought Manasseh back to 
Jerusalem and to his kingdom. Then Manasseh finally realized that the LORD alone is 
God!



2 Chronicles 33:14–16

After this Manasseh rebuilt the outer wall of the City of David, from west of the 
Gihon Spring in the Kidron Valley to the Fish Gate, and continuing around the hill 
of Ophel. He built the wall very high. And he stationed his military officers in all 
of the fortified towns of Judah.

Manasseh also removed the foreign gods and the idol from the LORD’s Temple. He 
tore down all the altars he had built on the hill where the Temple stood and all the 
altars that were in Jerusalem, and he dumped them outside the city.

Then he restored the altar of the LORD and sacrificed peace offerings and 
thanksgiving offerings on it. He also encouraged the people of Judah to worship 
the LORD, the God of Israel.



Romans 8:16-18

The Spirit Himself [thus] testifies together with our own spirit, [assuring us] that 
we are children of God.

And if we are [His] children, then we are [His] heirs also: heirs of God and fellow 
heirs with Christ [sharing His inheritance with Him]; only we must share His 
suffering if we are to share His glory. 

[But what of that?] For I consider that the sufferings of this present time (this 
present life) are not worth being compared with the glory that is about to be 
revealed to us and in us and for us and conferred on us!  [Amplified]
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